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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE 2026
Lit T Theme: Dnveil i Peace Tor Everyone, Everyuhere. Tvery Day
M : Empowering Young Pec:ple to Promote

Dialogue and Peaceful communities

ﬁmf;m‘?m Silent Strides for Peace 2026

ﬁtlﬂfﬂl&gﬂ Wmm?e.' “We walk in silence so peace can

spea

Delsr19-21 September 2026

ﬁm W + Kisii University | The Kenya Scouts

Association | Kisii niversity Hamiuga Rover Scouts

ocl:  Kisii Universiiq Messengers of Peace Project 2026:
PeaceLink 360 | Resonance Nexus Initiative

Eﬂﬁl‘d&a{ ?amm 2000+ participants
ﬂ*z‘nc{aat’ C)'ﬁuﬁ'enceﬂ Ymmg peaple, with multi-sector

participation



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

On "21 Septem.ber 90961 the world will commemorate the
International DﬂL_] of Peace under the United Nations theme
“Invest in Peace — For E.\i'm'l:pm:le+ E‘verqwherq :E.verq an."
The UN describes peace not merely as the absence of war,
but as the lived experience of satety, clignih.h opportunity
and cooperation, while high}ig}lting the role of “evemclﬂq
architects of ]'Jl:*.:u::t-:~I who build stahi]itq l:]'lrnu,gh lacal
action. In times of Blc:i'ml Volatiliiq and local socio-—po!il‘icﬂ]
transitions, peace requires sustained everyday investment

rather than passive expectation.

In Kenya, as the nation prepares for the 2027 General
Elections, young people sit at a crucial crossroads.
Historicu“q lr.lrgf_-‘ted -:.Euring electoral E‘l}f.‘lES. youth must
be mobilized as responsil)le citizens, proactive peace-
builders, and trusted mediators.

A{%ainst this glnl:ml l‘mck(jmp. Kisii Universitq. the Kem.]a
Scouts Association and Kisii University Flamingo Rover
Sconts will jninth convene Silent Strides for Peace 2026:
df.mpmring young people to promote dialogue and
peaceful communities”

The initiative will be a national youth ]J-Eﬂce-—}:milcling
commemoration hosted in Kisii, ]aringing togefher more
than Q,W Youna peoplec Scou('s1 university sturlenis.
community members, government institutions, peace
actors, security agencies, private-sector partners, media
ﬂncl ot l'lr_‘l' si‘alce}lcll(lers.

The programme will take place
across [T o0 21* September 2026,
com]:inlna:

Dia|c|5ur;= lor Peace \'V!.':FI‘IQ.SI‘.IQ[J

&rFoothall p ournament

A Kenya Remembers Candle-
Ll{j,l'l ting Memorial

A Wall of Remembrance

The Silent Stri

Walk th n‘.m,ﬁ,l'l

A nationwide Peace

campaifn

Peace stickers and _;'.luhlic
messaging

ATree lor Peace le,ﬁ,.:'lc 4] plﬂ nting
A yout h-led Peace Conversation
A Youth Peace i,-_‘a,ir.a|

Cam paign

A Youth Peace Digital Lounge
A national hql‘)l‘i[‘l Youth Peace

Townhall
The central premise is simr:]r:a:
F ]

Peace mumf be discussed afler
fmﬁmmm inweiled in &ﬁﬂ'
conflicl.—




With Kenqa preparing for its 2027 General Flections, the programme
will position young ]Jec:ple not as passive recipients of peace
messaging, nor as potential instruments of political conflict, but as
responsi]:l]e citizens, peac‘e]:\uilclers, dialogue tacilitators, community
]:)riclge-];milclers ancl catdlgsis for non-violent conflict resolution.
This positioning is stronglq consistent with the current direction of
Scouling‘s Messensers of Peace work, which empowers joung pec:p]e
to uncleri:ﬂke peaDEl')uilclins. civic engagement, community action
and clialogue.

THEMES & OBJECTIVES

mm [nvest in Peace - For Everg one, Everqwhere. E‘VETI._] Dﬂl]

M Empowering young ‘penplr-_- to promote clialngue
and peaceful communities

OVERALL GOAL

To mohilise and empower young peclple as responsi]:]e citizens,
peace]::uilders and cnl:alqsis for non-violent conflict resolution
while st‘renslhenin&. a culture of pedace, social cohesion and

responsi]::le civic endagement in preparation tor Kenqa.S 2027
General Elections.

Key Objectives

i:}. Honnriné & Henlina: Pﬁq tribute to victims of conflict,
terrorism, and poliﬁl:al vio]ence in Kf_-m.]a anl:l 3[0];:::1“1]
thmugh a solemn remembrance vigi L

ii). Youth Empowerment & Peace Pledging: Fngage youth,
business owners, and motorists in Kisii Town to sign phl]sica]
peace plec],ges, fosteri ng civic respnrlsi]:nili’cl; ahead of 2027.

iii). Institutional Synergy: Bring together state and non-state
actors fNCIC K.El]'l._]d, Kenqﬁ Police‘ NTSA., NYC. mainstream
meclia, and commercial enferprises) to clemonstrate unified
leadersh ip for pedace.

iV). Na.lional Yout]: Dl,glnﬁnm Hast an intergeuerﬁl'innal, hq];aricl
national townhall ]:widging p]’nqsicul actions in Kisii with

virtual you th audiences nationwide.

THE CENTRAL IDEA
W Uik T Stence Se Peace Can Speak.

The silence is intentional. The
silent walk is more than a
procession. It is a }Jl.'l]:)lic peace
statement. Thousands of young
people walk through Kisii town
without cll:mi:ins, shou!ing, just
silence creating a powerlul
visual and sqm]:x::]ic intervention
A generation choosing peace
before conflict chooses them. It

represents:

al.  Reflection: We
remember those
affected ]:n; violence.

h}- Rﬂpec‘t: WE honour
victims without
sensationalisi ng their
suf {erin&

¢l Restraint: We
demonstrate that
slrengih does not
require ug&res&ion.

d).  Unity:Wewalk
togel'hel despite onr
different identities and
]:‘rackarounrlsk

el  Responsibility: We
recognise that our
actions can either
escalate or prevent
contlict.

H. Hcrpe: We believe
Kenqﬂ‘s future can be
ditferent.

L later: T veflit—
"W diatoque. "Wk reconcile.

U walk Trgitir.



OPERATIONAL
SCHEDULE

[Se pt 16-1 | Dialo

Traini

I&'epl 20, D:‘uﬂ Peace loothall

tournament

GMT+3)

THE PROBLEM WE SEEK TO ADDRESS

Kznqa's young prulatiDn represents one of its Areatest assets. Yet

young people can also be exposed to:
a).  Political Manipulation
b). Misinformation and Disinformation
c). Online Hate Speech
d).  EthnicPolarisation
e}. Identi ty -Based Mobilisation
1} Political Incitement
5]. Social Exclusion
]1} Unemp\lng ment and Feonomic Vulnerabili ty
i).  Radicalisation
j:l Comm unih} Tensions
]c}. Intolerance of Op]:nosi ng Views
i} Violent Responses to Disa&reements

m :l The Normalisation of Political Vielence.

The l.'.'l']dHErlBE is therefore not merelq: “How do we prevent young
people from participating in violence?"

It is: “How do we equip young peaple to actively prevent violence,
resolve conflicts and build peaceful communities?"

THE CORE PROPOSITION

The programme is built around five l(eq propositions:

Peace is evergone‘s responsi]:.i]ii:t]: Peace camnot be delcgai:ef:l
exl:lusl'velq to governments, police, politicians or international
orSauiSdlicms.

Peace is l:luili ]pe{Dre mnﬂici: Preveuiicm is more sustaina]::le than
respoucling after violence has occurred.

YD'I.I]’]S penple are peace assets: Youth should be remgniser] as
contributors to peace, not merelq asbeneficiariesof peace programmes.
Responsi]:nic ciﬁzenship is p-l:acel'mi]clins: How peo}:le vote,
communicate, disagree‘ use social media and respclncl to rumours can
affect social cohesion.

Small Even]c]al] actions can procluce collective peace: A conversation,
a refusal to share inﬂdmmatarq content, a peace 1)111‘:15&1 mediation
between friends or llelp'm& someone in need can be an investment in

peace.
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PHASE |1I: PRE-WALK REMEMBRANCE Phase llI: The “Silent Strides for Peace”

VIGIL (Eve of Sept 20, 2026)
c){’wp Pemembers

The eve of International Day of Peace will create
a reﬂeclive space for p:urticipanl:s o mmem];:er
inclivicluals, fami]ies and communities aifeciec] ]:n.}

The

ceremony will ];ua p\'imﬁrilg si]ent, reflective c‘:mcl

conﬂict. terrorism, extremism and violence.
musical, with minimal S}JEEl.‘:l‘tes.

Ke‘g messﬁge

Timing: 700 PM - 900 PM (EAT / GMT+3)
Venue: Kisii Universitg Main Celmpus
Format 2-Hour Candle Lishiins Ceremonq o

Memorial

Focus: Solemn remembrance of victims of terror
dtiar_‘ks, past electoral vil:!-lence, and re&ional
crclss-—-]:ulcler clas.ln:‘s. Researl:}l insiahls on con{lici
mitigation will be shared to Broum:l the ceremony in
evidence-based pc-.‘ﬁccabu ildi ng.

Participa.nts: National Rover contingents, Kisii

Universi'i:l; leadership and students, partner

representatives, and local community members.

THE WALL OF REMEMBRANCE
Participants will be invited to write:

Nﬂmes. memories, messages, prayers,

reflections, messages to tuture generations.
Prompt:
For those we lost, what kind of Kenqa will we build,
whai: IESSDD -Slloull:l we Cﬂl’rl.} {Dl’wﬂrcl?

cﬁampm

Walk (Sept 21, 2026) 800 AM —12:30 PM (EAT)

Peace DBreakfast & Flag-Off: Kisii University.
Officiated by leadership from NCIC Kenqa.
K.S.A, i,‘].[ld the Vice-Cl-zanEE“Dr Kisii Uni\fersii:g..
Couniq o Regional Scout lmc]ers.l'lip, government
representatives: NPS CC & CC, Invited partners.

Vice Chancellor's Peace Brealdast: Participants
will report, ﬁssem]:vlc—: uncl receive ];)'re:aldasi: at
Kisii Universih} Main auditorium area from 7.30

am. Openiug CF.‘YGII'.I.D]‘.II; d]’]d remﬂr]cs {!’Dm kEIJ

stalce]'nolclers & the Vice Chﬂnl’.ﬁllor will take
place from 800 - 9:00 AM.
Official HQ.BOH: Procession Order
Lead Scouts ]'lCllCllI‘l& the primary Event
Banner
Scouts Prass Band

Chipukizi, MWdl‘l’Lbﬂ, Jasiri / Rover Scouts
University Students, Youth Groups, and
Partner Delegaies

Acoustic & Strategy Fxecution:

Outbound (Campus to Kisii Town Centre): Fxecuted

in complete silence (“Silent Strides’) to project
solemn commitment, l:lisr_'ipline, and reverence for
peace.

Inbound (Iown Centre back to Ca.mpus}: Puklic
address systems and the Scouts Band activate to
engage the crowd and engage the public.
Enga&ement Props & Collateral:

Placards: Displaying
ﬁoleu{:e, peace, and unity.

Flaglets: Kenya national flags and peace flaglets.
Mﬂ!da.e Sticks: Portable batons presented to
community members and traders to sign plujsit:d]
peace pleclges.

Peace Stickers ‘I Choose Peace.” Peace stickers
atfixed tomatatus, bodabodas, vehicles, motorcgcles,

businesses, peclestrians, public spaces.

messages on qouth non-



A f, (G Ay B SR e B, A mmaﬂﬂ( mx«*ﬂ; - kmaﬂ,fﬂr@m <w|,£*-'* P (4
Eq,_?fgﬁ R Ef) = % \:& mwg. ,f\ ,‘&,H? M 5’ & 48 Q“.» c«*'_'} y .W.M? f :—éé_,
86 @S Sl &\ {3 Sm, M@ @ 857 {Q 8 ’@ Ve85 @ @Q yj&m Q :}af )
L &~ W d
P — '-.h;ﬁ l-..fe..-a n-“aes o = »-'«:3 -Ffﬁb éﬁ% @"ﬂ"’

Phase IlI: On-Campus Actions & Phase [IV: Hybrid National Peace

Interactive Dialogue (Sept 21, Midday)

Scouts and c]iBnii:a ries plant sy mbolic peace trees on

campus, representing environ mental stewardship
am:l a rooled commitment to non-‘vfo].t:m:l ﬂ]:\ﬁﬁa of
the 2027 elections.

Uy A T

The tree represents: Roots; our shared I:is'burl;.
Trunk; unity and resilience. Branches, diversity,
Leaves; individual citizens. Fruit; the peaceful
society we hopQ to create. The tree is merel\; not
an environmental activity but a I..i\rh:la Peace

Monument.
Q:)’U‘ PM - 4“:)0 PM: Peace Convers.alicn [Main
Aucliiorium) Lecl ]:;g NCIC Kenqa and KSA.

Focus: Equipping gnut]’l with practical conflict
resolution slcills,
disinformation strategies, and }:-Dlitic‘al ueul:ra]ih]

tools, mediation counter-

{l’ﬂmE’Wﬂl‘lCS.

4.30 PM — 500 PM: 2026 Peace Pledge
Led ]:\1.] Flﬂmingcl Rover Scon ts, NCIC and KSA.

Plu;siud]: Members of the public sign: Peace Pleclge
Sticl:s / Peace Pledge Wnll

Dialtﬂl: A QR code leads to an online p]ecl&e form.
“F Cl)uose Peace” Di&ital

Pari:icipﬁnts receive:

Ba.dge

Twillvejoit slnce, Aits vl dicriminito

L will ideritiles,
Im%pmw it pecch or
L ol i it mapl, o s peple

and. of slhers.
%‘.”‘”ﬂ%%z ot Tt T

CAMEFMG&.

Townhall (Eve of Sept 21, 2026)

Pre~-Session: T:00 PM - 8:00 PM (GMT+3) — Youth's
Peace ]..Dun&e Roundtable Discussion

Main Session: 8:00 PM - 9.00 PM (GMT+3) —
]:lg]:)ricl panel Cliscussion.

Venue-: Kisii Uuiv&rsilq New Aut:lilnrium with

national live-streaming access.

Panel Cumpnsitinn: Keq leaders from NCIC, KSA,
Kisii Universitg mﬁndgement, gcmt]:l leaclem, i,'xncl
civil society partners. community leader security
society / peacebuilding

representative civil

practitioner.

Tn.tﬂef Aud.lence: Youth ndlicmwicle joinecl

virtually, alongside campus delegates.




COMMUNICATIONS &
ADVOCACY STRATEGY

Digital & Social Media
Mohilization
A realntime,
media

concurrenill]

mult i—platlorm
strategy will run
thronghnui the
1:‘].:!1;, driven ]31.] content teams
capturing live footage, interviews,
and in{cagrapl-lics.

Primary campaign hashtag:
#Silen{Si riclesForPEﬂce

#Kisi iUniversiiq FScouts
#Mes&engersOfPeace
#VijanaNaPeace

Glokial aligimet

#In i:ernaﬁonalDﬂqO{PEﬂm
FlnvestlnPeace
#Mcs&enger&OfPeace

QOutputs: Digital peace flyers,
livestredmins of the Hlagging-oft
and even ing townhall, cligitnl
pleclae Cﬁrcls, and social media
phu-l:o stories s]:lcchﬂsing local

peace architects.

Public & Media E.ngdaement
Press kits will be distributed to

lnca] an(l naticmal mainstream
media outlets to secure live

broadcasts and feature coverage
on for the 2026 Silent Sl:ricles for

Peace initiative.

MEDIA PRODUCTS
The campaign will denerate:
Belfore event:
Press Release
Media Advisory
Campaigu Posters
Countdown Graphics
Short Videaos

Youth Peace Stories
Social Media Teolkit.
During event:
Livestream
Photngrap]:u]
Short-Form Video
Interviews
Live Updates
Participant Testimonials
DmnE,-"’lAerial Pcmta,ge
Media Briefing.
Alter event:
Highlight Video
Docu mentary
Photo Album
[mpact [nfn& raphic
Media Report
Peace Pleclge Statistics
Participant Stories

Partner Appreciation
Content

SAFEGUARDING &
POLITICAL NEUTRALITY
Given the Keugan
political context, the 2026 Silent
Strides for Peace will apply

current

clear nonpari:isﬁn prim:iples and
responsive participant code of
conduct. Core principle: Peace is
po]ii:im] in impoﬂance ];mt non-

partisan in practice.

MONITORING &
EVALUATION
C)ul]‘ml indicators
Number of Part icipants,
nstitutions
Rt:pr(rsenh-:rl
Number of Peace I’|ecl,§.:-5
Number of Peace Stickers
Distributed
Number of Media Posts
Li Media Stories
& Views
N'L'Illll')l:‘l’ Oi Plll’)lic I:)C'('ICF_‘
b‘"lt}ssd,g-;}s Collected.

OUTCOME INDICATORS
Knowled ae
To of Pa rticipants
R(_'-pc- rting I 111];:1!1:-\-'1:1'1
Unde r'str_lnrling Ot
. Resp_ C'tizenshi}')
- Conllict Resolution
+ Misinformation
i I'[ateSpu«::-«:h
+ Peaceful Political
P:‘lrtici]:utiml.

Attitudes

% Expr'(_'-ssins Increased
\'Viﬂiugnes:; Tox

+ Dia 1(_'»511 a

" Rejcc.'t Violence
. Chaﬂenge Hate
Speec h
s Su].':p:-rtl—'(:-u'::efq.1|
Conflict Resolution.
Commitment
No. of Partici
Plec

To Spc‘cifil.: Peace Actions.




STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP
ARCHITECTURE

LEAD PARTNERS
Kisii Uniwmitg:lnstitutiunnl host,

vemue, academic participation,
student mobilisation, technical/
logisﬁc‘al support and
institutional visibil ity.

Kenya Scouts Association:
National Sccauting mobilisation,
})Eacel'milcling leﬂclership, Scout
structures, programme leadersbip
ancl Messengers of P cace
a]iSnment.

Kisii University Flamingo Rover
Scouts  Youth
programme im}:llementalicn.
PeacelLink 300 & resonance
digital

volunteer

mobilisation,

Nexus  coordination,

engagement,

coordination and y outh

leaclership.

GOVERNMENT & PUBLIC
INSTITUTIONS

Potential: technical input civic
education peace messaging
L}cmih engagement inst itutional
participation pol icy perspectives,
Trees for peace

+  National Cohesion And

lniesration Commission

- National Youth Council

¥ Coun{q Covernment

’ K.em;a Forest Service

- Relevant National

Government

Rep resentatives Counh.]
Commisioner, NPS Count y
Comandant

- Education Stakeholders

+ Other Relevant Public

[nstitutions.
SECURITY & SAFETY
PARTNERS

Potential:
trattic
sa{ei:l.]

route security

crcnwcl

response

mnagemen{
emergency
roa:‘lmcrossing

sa[e&unrcling.

management

+ Kenya Police Service

+ St John Ambulance

. Kenqa Red Cross Socieh:]

- NTSA

+ County security structures
E Emer&enc\; / medical

response partners.

MEDIA PARTNERS
Potential:
ral:licn
radio l:ligiicll media \;Duih media

platforms

national television

newspapers community

imquem:ersf{ccmient

creators.

PRIVATE SECTOR
PARTNERS
Telecommunications Disitﬂl
peace campaign, (‘lﬁ i:ﬂ/
connectivity and livestream ing.
Financial institutions Youth
empowerment and peace
spunso‘rs.l—hip.

Transport sector Peace stickers
and pul‘)lic messaging.

Businesses Peace pledge stations
and community activation.
Technology companies Digital
p] Ec],ée plal{m’m.
engagement and
di&ilal Citizenship.

online

'I'E'S]JD]J$i]:|IE

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Re] i5i0L1s

institutions local
leaders schools you th Aroups
commu nitg-—]:lrasec] orgdanisations

frat:lers opera tors

transport

residents.

SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITY

Peace Walk Partner Supports
mobilisation and lusisi ics.

Digital Peace Partner Suppnrts
digital campaign and livestream.

Tree for Peace Partner Suppnris

IESﬂC'LJ tree p]ani:ing.

Media Partner Suppnrts
documen tary and media
coverage.

Wellare Partner Supports

}mr‘licipﬁn{ water, rel(reshments.
food

Peace Education Partner
Supports dialogue and learning

mai:eriells.

| DIVERSITY |

| irawestRENGTY

WILL ALways
BE Y
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KEY DELIVERABLES & SOCIAL IMPACT

a)

b).

c).

d).

el.

f).

&l

h).

MD]::ilizecl move than 9‘000 pﬁr{icipﬁnts for
anational l.]ouill-ceni red International Dﬂq
of Peace commemoration hosted in Kisii.

Created a national p]al(orm for young
people to reflect on Ken qa.s hisicn‘q
ol conflict and without

sensalicmalising or 'poliiicising victims

violence

while promoting respnnsilale ciiizenship as
an essential component of peacebuilding.
Enadgecl 800+ YDung PEDPLE‘ SDCmts,
university s{ucleui:s :*.mcl eq‘ui]:rpecl them
with actionable mediation and contlict
resolution skills ahead of 2027.

Equipped young people with practical
approaches to dialogue, conflict prevention,
mediation and peacetul communication.
Multi-platform digital reach targeting over
100,000 young citizens across Keuga while
promoting responsible digital citizenship
and counter misinformation, hate speecll
and online polarisation.

Created opportunities for young people and
institutions to make pu]::lic commitments to
peace with over 3000signed peace pledges
on message sticks collected trom Kisii Town
residents and transport operators.
Streng‘cllenecl CDI] a];:ora{icm ])etween
Scouts, universities, government institutions,
civil society, private sector, media and
communities arouncl 'L]Du{'l‘k pe-ace]:hui]cling,
Strategic culmination of the Kisii University
Messengers of Peace Prn]ect 2026 under
the PeaceLink 300 and Rescnance Nexus
umbrella initiatives.

f&m o ﬂm S GRS Dyt &r-‘% W L
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Sileut S{'ricles for Plzace 2020 is more tl'u,in a wﬁj]{ it
is a declaration of the Kﬁnqﬂ we choase to build. As
the country prepares for the 2027 General Elections,
young peuple must not ]:\e v‘iewecl merelg as voters,
tollowers, or instruments of lei’cical mobilisation,
but as responsible citizens, bridge-builders, agents of
peace nnd Ca{alL_]sls for peaae{u] i:on{]ic‘c resnlulic:n,
From the silence of remembrance to the footsteps of
unity, from the Peace P]ec],ae to the pldntin5 of the
Internatinnal Dag of Peat:e Treqq am:l from Kisii to
the cligii:al spaces where young people connect, this
commemoration will turn the 5] obal call to “luvest in
Peace — For Ew.rr,en_]i:nw_-r EVE-R"IJWI:IEIE,, Everg Den.]" into
action. We will remember qesterdalj, shn}:ua i:oclaq
and protect tomorrow. We will walk in silence so
peace can 5p¢ﬁk ]}'th wluzu tlxr;- wa“c q_-m:ls, Ouy voices,
choices and actions must continue to speak for peace.
The walk ends. The work continues. Kenqa's peace
l:uasins with us:
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